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School Growth Plan 

– Areas of Focus 

• Reading Compre-
hension 

 
• Social Responsibility 
 
 

Individual Highlights: 

1 .    Music Education 

2.     Lion King News 

3.     Band Information 

3.      Parent Volunteers 

4.      Carousel Theatre 

4.     Spring Break Camps 

S.     tudent Pick Up 

5.     Student Safety 

6.     Library News 

7.     PAC information 

7. Let’s Play Ball 

8. When Children Should 

          Stay Home  From School 

0. Thank you to the BFA 

10.    Play to Learn-Open House 

10.    Burnaby Baseball Assoc. 

10.     Council of  PP Preschools 

Principal – Mrs. J. Nakatsu          Head Teachers – Mrs. Fierro and Ms. Zuvic 

Vice Principal – Ms. M. Paris       Secretaries – Ms. T. Jang and Ms. K. Block  

Why Music Education Rocks! 
An excerpt from Sarah Caron’s 

article 

 

They say that music is the 
universal language. Re-
gardless of where you are 
from or what your back-
ground, a good melody is 
something that everyone 
can enjoy and understand. 
There must be something 
behind that, right? 
For children, music pro-
vides many, many benefits. 
Experts agree, there are 
lots of good things about 
letting your child learn to 
play an instrument. Here 
are 10 reasons why your 
child should put down the 
remote and pick up a musi-
cal instrument. 
 
1. IT WILL BOOST THEIR  

BRAIN POWER 

 

Want to give your child a 
mental advantage? Music 
can do that. "More and 
more studies show a corre-
lation between higher aca-
demic achievement with 
children who are exposed 
to music," says children's 
music specialist Meredith 
LeVande of Mon-
keyMonkeyMusic.com. 
"Music simply stimulates 
parts of the brain that are 
related to reading, math, 
and emotional develop-
ment." 
 
2.   IT WILL IMPROVE THEIR  

MEMORY 

 

Where did that shoe go? 
That's a question asked far 
too many times in far too 
many households with kids. 
Help  

your kids remember more 
(and learn more!) with mu-
sic. "Further research has 
shown that participation in 
music at an early age can 
help improve a child's learn-
ing ability and memory by 
stimulating different pat-
terns of brain development," 
says Maestro Eduardo Mar-
turet, a conductor, compos-
er and musical director for 
the Miami Symphony Or-
chestra. 
 
3. IT HELPS THEM SOCIALLY 

 

Picking up an instrument 
can also help your child 
break out of their social 
shell too, experts say. 
"Socially, children who be-
come involved in a musical 
group or ensemble learn 
important life skills, such as 
how to relate to others, how 
to work as a team and ap-
preciate the rewards that 
come from working togeth-
er, and the development of 
leadership skills and disci-
pline," says Marturet, who 
also oversees the MISO 
Young Artist program in 
South Florida, which al-
lows young musicians to 
hone their musical skills as 
part of a professional or-
chestra. 
 
4. IT'S A CONFIDENCE  

BUILDER 

 

Are there any areas of life 
that aren't enhanced by 
having good confidence? 
Probably not. And if you 
want your child to develop 
their confidence, learning 
to play a musical instru-
ment can help. 

that they can get better 
and better," says Elizabeth 
Dotson-Westphalen, a 
music teacher and per-
former. 
 
5. IT TEACHES PATIENCE 

 

We live in a world of in-
stant gratification, 
but real life demands hav-
ing patience. When you 
are playing in a band or 
orchestra (and most musi-
cians do), you have to be 
willing to wait your turn to 
play otherwise the sound 
is a mess. That inadvert-
ently teaches patience. 
"You need to work togeth-
er in a group to make mu-
sic," says Dotson-
Westphalen. 
 
Each week your child(ren) 
receive 90 minutes of mu-
sic instruction from our 
fabulous music teacher, 
Teresa Fierro. 
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            LION KING NEWS!—SAVE THE DATE! 

Our fabulous production of The Lion King Jr. is fast approaching!  

Tickets will be available soon, (by donation) for the show. 

 

                                      The dates are: 
 

                                          Wednesday—April 20 at 1:00 pm and 6:30 pm  and 

 

                                          Thursday—April 21 at 1:00 and 6:30 pm 

 

All South Slope, and some BCSD students are involved in the play and need to be at BOTH 

evening performances.  Even if  you are not in attendance, please make arrangements to 

drop off your child both nights to ensure a good show for all. 

 

 

PARENTS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED TO HELP! 

 

We are costuming EVERYONE in the school this year and we still need more people to do 

some simple sewing.   If you can sew, we need you!  Please contact Mrs. Fierro immediate-

ly, and she will be happy to put you to work!  You may not be sewing directly for your 

class, but you will be helping the school and the performers!  We also need many hands to 

help put make-up on each student before the performances.  Please let me know if you can 

offer assistance in this area as well. 

 

T-SHIRTS 

 

Get your limited edition t-shirt before March 7 as no orders will be taken after that.   The 

choice of colours is Savanna Gold or Midnight Black!  Proceeds will help defray the cost of 

costumes! 

 

PROPS 

 

We are looking for chunky wooden or shell jewelry for the show.  If you can lend us some 

items, please put them in a bag with your name on it and it will be returned.   If you are  

donating items simply drop them off at the 

music room. 

 

Teresa Jukich-Fierro 

Head Teacher 

South Slope Elementary 

(604) 296-9062 

(604) 831-4080 
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And The Band Played On . . .  

 

On the evenings of December 16 at Seaforth Elementary and 

December 17 at Nelson Elementary, students from all nine of 

Mr. D’s elementary school bands performed for family and 

friends.  At the conclusion of the concerts, many from the au-

dience were heard to say how pleasantly surprised they were at 

the quality of the playing.  Mr. D was also very impressed with 

both performances where the 80 and 70 students played to-

gether so well while producing a beautiful sound with excel-

lent intonation.  He is convinced the impressive results 

achieved in the three months since students started playing their instruments is a testament to 

the high quality of music education they have received from music specialists throughout their 

elementary school years.  He hopes this will be the beginning of their instrumental experience 

in Burnaby and that many of his students will be registering for high school band.  In addition 

to all the proven social and intellectual benefits derived from a music 

education, participating in a high school music program provides   

students with a unique opportunity to continue through high school in 

the same class with their friends.   

Parent Volunteers Needed for Local Action Teams:  

Child & Youth Mental Health and/or Substance Use 

 

The Force Society is seeking parent volunteers to join a Collaborative Local Action Team  

in Burnaby. The team will consist of local mental health and substance use professionals  

(Doctors, Clinicians, Counsellors, Teachers, RCMP, community groups), youth  

(18 to 25 yrs) and families who have experience in accessing child and youth mental 

health and/or substance use services and supports.  As a co-member of the team volunteers 

can contribute their experience and ideas about the people, services and practices that  

have helped them when accessing services and supports and offer suggestions about  

the challenges families sometimes face when they need help. This is an opportunity to  

collaborate WITH Service Providers and work together towards making a dif-

ference  

within the child and youth mental health and substance use community. For 

more 

 information, please visit: www.forcesociety.com/cymhsu-collaborative or 

http://www.forcesociety.com/cymhsu-collaborative
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Student Safety  - South Slope/BCSD and 

DCS parents 

 
Please do not use the school parking lot to drop off or pick up your children. The 

school parking lot is for staff only.  We encourage parents to use Irmin 

street for student drop off unless your child is in a wheelchair.  Taxis and 

buses that transport the Deaf students use the driveway in front of the 

school.  Our EA’s (Educational Assistants)  begin their shifts at 8:55 and 

many have not been able to park their cars in the lot because other cars 

are parked in the lot.  These employees need to be available to pick up 

our special needs students at 9:00 am and it would help if parents refrain 

from using the staff parking lot. 

 

Please remind your children about using safe practices when walking to school 

(always walking on the sidewalk, crossing at the corner of Irmin and Sussex and 

using the crosswalk on Dow Avenue).   For the safety of others, bikes and scoot-

ers are not to be ridden on school property. 

To maintain the integrity 
of the program and to 
respect the hours of 
operation of the pro-
gram, we would like to 
remind parents/
caregivers that all chil-
dren are expected to be 
picked up by a parent 
or authorized guardian 
at dismissal time every 
day.   

We understand that 
emergences arise. We 
also understand that 
traffic can be  

challenging or hectic, 
but expect that we can 
transfer responsibility to 
a caregiver at 3:02 
each day.   When your 
child is picked up late, 
our staff is required to 
remain working, there-
fore, unable to attend to 
commitments outside of 
school such as attend-
ing a workshop, coach-
ing a team or attending 
a parent meeting. 

 If you are having con-
sistent difficulties in  

picking up your child 
by 3:02 pm please talk 
to your child’s teacher 
or Mrs. Nakatsu at the 
office to help you find 
resources or assist to 
find solutions for 
prompt departure. 

 

Student Pick Up 



      Page 6 of 9                                                South Slope/BCSD Newsletter 

News from the Library: 

 

February was a busy month!  In the library we celebrated Lunar New Year, Family Day, Valentine’s Day, Black 

History Month, Pink Day and World Read Aloud day.  Here are some of the read alouds we enjoyed to celebrate 

all those special events and more: 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division 2 has been coming to the library for Social Studies.  They have been learning about Ancient Mesopotamia 

using both print and online resources. Their assignment is to imagine they are a time traveler and write a blog post 

as though they have visited Ancient Mesopotamia.  Stay tuned for some guest posts on the library blog from this 

amazing civilization.   

 

Divisions 8, 9 and 10 recently completed their animal inquiries.  They learned about 

an animal they were curious about using many different sources in the library and in 

their classrooms.  They used two apps, World Book of Animals and Barefoot Atlas, 

on the iPads to learn more about their animal.   

 

 

Divisions 1 and 2 have been learning about coding during their library time.  Both classes have 

been creating their own versions of the game Geometry Dash using our iPads and the app, 

Hopscotch.  They are using blocks of code to create their games.  Hopscotch is designed for 

students to “explore computer science fundamentals like abstraction, variables, conditionals, 

loops, and more”. The other benefit: they’re having a lot of fun!!! 

 

Home Reading Club: On February 24th we reached 200 nights of reading! 

Students and staff will be recognized at our Celebration of Learning assembly 

on March 7th.  Our goal is to have at least 180 of us participate. Pick up your 

forms any time from the library. Thank you for participating and keep on read-

ing!  

 

 

 

Check out the library blog for more information, photos and updates throughout the year. You can access it from 

the school website under the library tab or go to: http://goo.gl/PPPXu  

http://goo.gl/PPPXu
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Parent Advisory Council (PAC)  

2016-2017 

 

 

At the February PAC meeting the following parents were 

voted in as the PAC executive effective March 2016: 
 

Chairperson: Beth Leach 

 

Vice chair: Heather Ratzlaff 

 

Treasurer: Sheri Ekholm 

 

Secretary: vacant 

LET’S PLAY BALL... 
 

with the South Burnaby Metro Club! 
 
 

Online registration is now open for the upcoming spring 2016 base-
ball season. 

 
 

Programs available for all youth ages 4-18. 
 

 
In-person registration sessions at the SBMC clubhouse (east side of  

Bonsor recreation complex) throughout the month of February. 
 
 

For more information or to register online, please visit our web-
site:  www.southburnabybaseball.com. 

 

http://www.southburnabybaseball.com
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When should we keep Children home from School? 
 
Wet, rainy weather is increased absences are synonymous with the winter season in all 

schools but parents often ask when they should keep their children home from school.   

Below you will find a guide to help you decide whether it is appropriate for your child to 

be at school.  Sending a sick child to school creates a challenging situation for schools  

because there is the risk that illnesses can be passed on to other children and staff. 

 

Keep a Sick Child at Home if You See the Following: 
 
Fever. This is one symptom that automatically rules out school, no questions. (Anywhere 

from 37.6 degrees or higher is the usual guideline used by most schools.) Your sick child 

should be fever-free without medication for at least 24 hours before you send him back to 

school. 
 

 Diarrhea. This could be a sign of a viral infection, so it’s best to keep your  child at 

home. It’s also important to keep rehydrating him with an oral rehydrating solution when he has 

diarrhea, and the best way to do that is by keeping him at home. 
 

 Vomiting. Aside from the fact that your  child won’t be comfor table, he could vomit 

again (in our house, one bout of vomiting is usually followed by another). Keep him home until 

he has gone 24 hours without throwing up -- though some parents and doctors say it’s fine to 

send a child to school if he hasn’t vomited since the night before. 
 

 Cough. This depends on how severe the cough is. Coughs can spread infection to other  

students. A serious cough can also keep a child from getting a good night’s rest, which means 

he’ll be too tired for school in the morning. As a general rule, if your child has a serious cough, 

particularly if it’s accompanied by breathing troubles, call your doctor and keep him home. But 

if it’s just a mild cough and he has no other symptoms, he can probably go to school. 
 

 Rashes. Skin rashes could be a sign of a contagious infection, such as impetigo. You 

Should have a rash evaluated by a doctor before sending your child to school. 
 

 Pinkeye (conjunctivitis). This infection can quickly and easily spread from one child to 

another, as many parents of grade-school age children already know all too well. Keep your 

child home until the doctor says he is no longer contagious. 

Send Your Child to School if You See the Following: 
 

 Stomachache. This one can be tough to call. If he doesn’t have diar rhea and isn’t  

constipated, tummy trouble could be caused by any number of things from anxiety to food  

poisoning. If the stomach pains seem minor and he has no other symptoms, send him to school. 

Later, you can talk to him about any emotional issues that may be on his mind. 

 

 

http://childparenting.about.com/cs/physicalhealth/a/sickchild.htm
http://firstaid.about.com/od/bitesstings/ig/Rash-Pictures/index.htm


 Ear infection. As with coughs, you should evaluate all his 

symptoms before making the call. If he has mild ear pain, he’ll likely 

be fine; but if he’s clearly uncomfortable, he will have trouble con-

centrating in class anyway and should be kept at home. And if there 

are any other accompanying symptoms such as a fever, it’s a definite 

sick day. 

 Runny nose. Let’s be realistic: If you kept your child home every time he had the snif-

fles, he’d miss a lot of school. Use your judgment. If he has a runny nose but seems 

otherwise fine, then it’s probably okay for him to go to school. 

The bottom line: Trust your instincts. If your child seems lethargic and just not himself (if 

he’s not interested in playing, that is often a big clue), keep him home and monitor him for 

any signs of illness. 
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THANK YOU 
 

South Slope and BCSD Elementary School would like to take 

this time to Thank the Burnaby Firefighters Association once 

again for their generous donation of granola bars for our 

snack program.   

 

We truly appreciate their ongoing generosity to our South 

Slope and BCSD Elementary students. 

 

http://pediatrics.about.com/od/symptoms/a/309_runny_nose.htm



